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After three days of meetings in Mexico City, on Dec. 3 officials of the five Central American
governments announced that the presidents had agreed to attend a summit next month. With
the exception of Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, the presidents were visiting Mexico City to
attend the Dec. 1 inauguration of Carlos Salinas de Gortari. The Central American heads of state
last met in January. Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said on Dec. 1 that the decision to renew
discussions at the highest level means the peace process "has been reborn from the ashes." Officials
said the foreign ministers of all five countries would hold a preliminary meeting in Managua on Jan.
12-13 to set an agenda. The presidents are then scheduled to meet in San Salvador on Jan. 15-16.
In an interview on Nov. 29, Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo said, "I believe that we Central
Americans should not wait to see what decision the United States makes about Central America.
We should decide ourselves what to do and present conclusions to President Bush so he has an idea
what we are thinking." (Basic data from AP, 12/02/88; New York Times, 12/04/88)
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